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Chamberlain did not flinch from administering it
The House finally handsomely rejected the demand
by 359 votes to 152.

At Birmingham on April 8th he warned Europe
yet again that' no one can nowadays guarantee to
limit the scope of a war once it has been started
As for dictatorships "there they are. You cannot
remove them. We have to live with them." So
what was our role to be? For answer he ended his
speech on a theme which in terms of the journey
to Munich is strangely prophetic. "Do not forget,"
he exclaimed, "that we are all members of the
human race and subject to the like passions and
affections and fears and desires. There must be
something in common between us if only we can
find it, and perhaps by our very aloofness from the
rest of Europe we may have some special part to
play as conciliator and mediator. An ancient
historian once wrote of the Greeks that they made
gentle the life of the world. I do not know whether
in these modern days it is possible for any nation to
emulate the example of the Greeks, but I can
imagine no nobler ambition for an English states-
man than to earn the same tribute for his country."
At Bristol Lord Halifax significantly implemented
this concept of mediation by pointing out that any
action by the League against Germany would
destroy the hope of winning Germany and other
states back to European collaboration and would
inevitably and finally divide Europe into blocs.

The Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary had
left nothing undone to explain Britain's attitude.
Our goodwill to the Dictators was further exemplified
when on April 16th the Anglo-Italian agreement
was signed covering all Mediterranean questions
affecting the two countries together with British
recognition of the Abyssinian conquest. The agree-